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The SPACEFILLER  

 

 

Omaha Philatelic Society  

APS Chapter No. 1122  

APS Member No. 108144  

 
May , 2008  Vo lume 5 , No. 5 

  

THE NEXT BUSINESS MEETING WILL BE HELD AT PACIFIC HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH, 
1110 SOUTH 90TH ST. (SW CORNER OF 90TH & PACIFIC) ON 

May 9, 2008, 7:30 P. M. 
  

THE NEXT TRADING MEETING WILL BE HELD AT PACIFIC HILLS LUTHERAN CHURCH,       
1110 SOUTH 90TH ST. (SW CORNER OF 90TH & PACIFIC) ON 

May 23, 2008, 7:30 P. M. 
 

EDITOR:  RICHARD L McCONNELL, OMAHA PHILATELIC SOCIETY, 2708 SOUTH 13TH     
STREET, OMAHA, NE  68108-1550; PHONE:  (402-342-6896); E-MAIL:  

 phil8lst1@cox.net 
 

WEôRE ON THE WEB! 
http://www.omahaphilatelicsociety.org 

 
IN MEMORIAM:  G. ARLENE ñSUEò MACK 

 
Those of you who have been attending the Omaha Stamp Show for a number of years will remember Al 

and Sue Mack, who ran the Trans-Mississippi Philatelic Society table.  Al died on August 14, 2005.  We regret 
to announce that Sue died on April 5 in Des Moines.  The following is her obituary as it appeared in the April 
13

th
 edition of The Des Moines Register and which was contained on their website 

http://www.desmoinesregister.com. 
Des Moines 
 G. Arlene ñSueò Mack, 84, passed away Saturday, April 5, 1008 at Valley View Village Health 

Center after a long battle with cancer.  A Service of Remembrance will be held at 2 p.m. Thursday, April 17, 
2008 at the Valley View Chapel.  Per Sueôs wishes her body has been cremated. 

 Sue was born August 10, 1923 in Davenport to Golda and Clarence Smith.  She graduated from 
Davenport Central High School.  Sue worked as a secretary at Alter and Sons in Davenport, was an operator 
at the telephone company in Fort Dodge and a bookkeeper at an insurance company in Des Moines.  Sue 
was an active member of Staves Memorial United Methodist Church, where she belonged to the Church 
choir, the handbell choir and the Memorial Committee.  She was also a member of the Iowa Postal History 
Society, the Des Moines Philatelic Society and the Trans Mississippi Philatelic Society. 

 Sue was preceded in death by her parents; husband, Don Heefner and husband, Al Mack; 
brother, Orville (Bud) Smith; sister, Ciretta Younkin; and stepdaughter, Jean Hilton. 

 Sue is survived by her sister, Ardis Hoepner of Davenport; stepdaughter, Lois Griffith of Pauley 
Island, S.C.; and many nieces and nephews, as well as many dear friends. 

 In lieu of flowers, memorials may be given to Valley View Village or Staves Memorial United 
Methodist Church. 
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SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 11TH BUSINESS MEETING 

 
The regular business meeting of the Omaha Philatelic Society was held at 7:30 p.m. on April 11

th
 at Pacific 

Hills Lutheran Church, 1110 South 90
th
 Street (southwest corner of 90

th
 and Pacific Streets).  The meeting was 

called to order at 8:05 with President Loeck presiding.  Our guest speaker for the evening, Oliver Wyrtki, was 
introduced.  A new member, Robert Quasius, was also introduced. 

 The minutes of the March 14
th
 business meeting were printed in the March edition of THE SPACEFILLER.  

There being no additions, corrections or deletions, they were approved as printed.  The March Treasurerôs Report 
was read by Treasurer Bob Carl.  It was moved by Joe Rende, seconded by Gene Kathol, that the Treasurerôs 
Report be accepted as read.  Motion carried.  Richard McConnell reported the death of Sue Mack in Des Moines, 
IA on Saturday evening, April 5.  Sue was the former Executive Secretary of the Trans-Mississippi Philatelic 
Society. 

Librarian Steve Vickland reported he had all seven volumes of the 2008 Scott Catalogs with him at this 
meeting.  They were available for checkout by any OPS member in good standing until the next meeting.  Welfare 
Chairman Bill Champion was absent, so there was no report from that department.  SPACEFILLER Editor 
Richard McConnell stated he mailed out 79 copies of the April edition of THE SPACEFILLER.  Program Manager 
Joe Rende stated the program on May 9

th
 will consist of creating the kidsô stamp packets which are given out to 

youth attending the 2008 Omaha Stamp Show.  The March Exchange Managerôs Report was read by Exchange 
Manager Joe Chytil. 

2008 Omaha Stamp Show Chairman Edgar Hicks recommended we keep up the projects list like that which 
Gene Kathol started us on last year.  We also want to work with kids about putting in exhibits.  He stated he has 
talked to Union Pacific Railroad and the mayors of both cities.  Edgar said he has the show fliers, but it needs 
references to Metropolitan Community College (MCC), Omaha Public Schools and the Boy Scouts of America. 

There discussion about making J. Brooks Joyner, Director, Joslyn Art Museum, an honorary member of OPS.  
Motion carried.  The show at Joslyn Art Museum on March 15-16 was very good, and OPS is very glad Herb 
Eveland had us there.  Bob Gronstal said that MCC was now charging a nominal fee of $175 for the entire 
weekend during the show for the use of their facilities.  Bob Loeck said he wished to thank the OPS volunteers 
who help to make the club as great as it isðJoe Chytil (Exchange Manager), Edgar Hicks (Omaha Stamp Show 
Chairman), Steve Vickland (Librarian) and Richard McConnell (SPACEFILLER Editor).  A round of applause was 
extended to them. 

There being no further business, the floor was turned over to Oliver Wyrtki, who gave an extremely interesting 
talk on the handling of the mails between East and West Germany following the end of World War II in Europe.  
Many, many thanks, Oliver.  

   
       Richard L. McConnell 
       Secretary, Omaha Philatelic Society 
 

HELP WITH THE OPS LIBRARY ON MAY 23RD 
 

Gene Kathol has advised that he will need the help of 4-5 strong guys on May 23
rd

 to help with a project of 
improving the library.  He has procured new wheels for the library and will require some assistance emptying it 
and turning it over so he can de-install the present small wheels and install the new, larger ones.  Then it will have 
to be turned right-side-up and refilled and put away.  This will go smoothly if he has 4-5 people to help.  Itôs heavy, 
so 2-3 of us isnôt enough, plus he is recovering from a back injury from a couple of weeks ago.  He knows some of 
us have similar problems, so he would like us to pass the word and see if we can fine 4-5 strong guys to help.  He 
will replace the wheels, but he needs help with the heavy lifting. 

Again, he plans this on Friday, May 23
rd

.  If we get it emptied and turned over by 7:15 or so, he should have it 
fixed by 7:30 and ready to be put back before the Exchange starts.  If youôre interested in volunteering, contact 
Gene at genefk@tconl.com so he will know we have enough help. 

Many thanks for all who are willing to help with this project.   
 

I  
 
 
 
 
 


